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What 1s Your DESTINY?

Here is a sobering analysis of the vevealed future of those whom

HAT will yer be doing owe

-\’\;‘ baundred years from now? Have

you realized that you are mow
in the process of determining your
eternal destiny?

1 know that many of you who have
been baptized this past summer—and
many of our older brethren as well—are
at this moment standing on very dan-
gerous gromnd!

You have all raken the first step.
You huve repenred of your past sins,
were baptized, and have been blessed
with the gife of God’s Holy Spirit. But
what of the prophbesied future for you
and for all who have come to accept
God’s truch?

Trials Ahead

The apostle Peter warned Christians
of his day, "Beloved, think it not strange
concerning the fiery trial which is to
try you, as though some strange thing
happened unto you: Bur rejoice inas-
much as ye are partakers of Christ’s
suflerings” (I Pet. 4:12-13). God's peo-
ple are to be tried and tested by perse-
cuiion, by tribalation, and by Saten him-
self.

Peter went on 1o show e these
rrials are pacc of wawr judgment. "For
the time is come that jedzment must be-
gin at the house of God: and if ic firse
begin in us, what shall be the end of
them that obey not che gospel of God?”
(Verse 17). We who have received of
God's Spirit are in the Church of God
—the bowse of God. We are wow being
judged!

God is now callin g
by Roderick €. Mevedith

[s the rtrial casy? Peter says, "And
if the righteous searcely be saved, where
shall the ungodly and the sinner
appear?” (Verse 18). The natural tend-
ency after being converted is to bog
down and Jose your original zeal. Do
you think you can afford o “rest on your
oars” for a while? Pcter says thar even
the righteous will searcely be saved!
Gaod tries us to keep us alive and grow-
tng spiritually.

The church at Thessalonica was told
by Paul {I1 Thes. 1:4-3) that the perse-
cutions and tribulations they endured
were a token of God's judgment.

In Hebrews 12:6-10, we find that God
chastens every son He loves so that we
might profit thereby and evencually be
partakers of God's own holiness. At
conversion, we have only started on the
road to becoming a bornz son of God.
Tet us not be “puffed up” with the
precious knowledge thatr God is reveal-
ing to our church-—His church—in these
last days. We are only unborn “babes”
of God, not yet even born of the Spirit
as members of God's family.

Thus, we need chastening and many a
trial o keep us humble and zealously
GROWING as we should. We poor humans
are inclined to overlook and justify our
sins and faults, Too often we think
that we have "artived” while our lives
still contaia iz, We forget that our goal
is perfection—to be like God!

In I Corinthians 12:20-30, Paul is
rebuking the Corinthians for taking (he
Passover In a careless and licentious
manner, Because of this, many of them

were weak and sickly —and many had
died! The apostle continved, “For if
we would judge varselves, we should
nor be judged. But when we are judged,
we are chastened of the Lord, that we
should not be condemned wicth the
wotld” {Verses 31-32). Because we do
ot “judge” ourselves as we should and
purge sin out of our lives, God chastens
us to wake us up and keep us growing
spirirually,

How you respond to God's instraction
—to God's chastening—will determine
your [ature, Many of you reading chis
may become spiritnally Jefewwrn und
finally dead unless you heed this warn-
ing! It is up to yoz/

What Will Happen

The condition any of Ged's people
could fall into is revealed in Marthew 25.
Jesus here refers to Christians as "vir-
gins"—those who have kept themselves
pure from the spiritual fornication of
tellowship with false churches. They il
repented of the wrong ways of this world
and eunze out of this world to serve God.
They «ff went forch to meet the bride-
groom—expecting to receive salvation.

Byt some of them lost the “oil” of
God's Spirit. They thought that just
knowing the truth, coming out of the
waorld, and fellowshipping with God's
church was enowgh. They had not
GROWN spiritually a5 bad the other
vitgins. Perhaps they thought thar they
would just naturally get into God’s king-
dom because they were in the fellowship
and love of the brethren who were spir-
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icvally alive,

Just knowing the truth and having
fellowship with God's Charch is NOT
ENOUGH!

You are gither ewciving more of
God’s Spirit cach day through fervent
prayer, diligent Bible study, and submit-
ung your will completely o God that
He may dircer your every thought and
action, or you are stagnanng and spirit-
wally DYING! T'here iy no middle ground.
The door to the kingdom was shur in
the face of those who zhonght they were
“saved,” bur had not yielded themselves
o grow into more truth and o praciice
the truth more perfecdy each day of
their lives.

Don’t let this happen to you!

Do Your Part

The fearful temptadion to “do noth-
ing” is described in Mar. 25:14-30.
Jesus portrayed the two faithful servanrs
who had pur their talents and resources
o work in His service, and the servant
who had nor.

Notice that the two scrvants who had
received the most talents were more
cager to usc them. It i even sv in God's
Chireh.

Many of YOU feel that because you
have no great talents Of resources, you
can fet down and not do your part with
the same zedd as others. You are i
taken! ‘This parable shows that you
ought to be using your talents just as
much as other true Christians. This
parable 15 a warning o beware of such
a wrong actitade!

Each one has his part w do in God’s
wark. Perhaps your part is simply to
pray for God's work and His ministers,
to rfady that you may answer the ques-
cions of orhers, w pay God’s tithe and
checrfully give offerings to His work,
and o set a shining example of love
and service to those about you. But are
you doing these things with ali your
strepgrh?

God's word shows that many of you
will become lwketearm and will fal w©
carty out your part in God's work. How
can you prevent this?

Your destiny will be determined in
a great measure by how well you practice
cerrain virtues in your daily life. The
zealous performance or careless omission
of these dures is largely a marrer of
HABIT.

This is a fey that can build or wreck
your life!

You should get in the babit of kneel-
ing down two or three times a day and
carnrestly praying o God—getting w
know Him as your Father. This should
he the mose important Aabir of your
life. Don't let circumseances break rhis
habit!

Strrdying vour Bible for o few hours

The GOOD NEWS

January, 1960

Question. ‘Box

Your questions anywered w these columns! Y owr opporiunsty lo bave
discussed those problems periaining divectly to members of God's Charch,

Is Michael, who was called “your
prince’” in Daniel 10:21, the person
who later became Christ?

There is a church which contends
that Michael, who was called “your
prince,” was Christ. This assumption is
raken from the statement that Christ is
called “Messialt the Priwce” in Daniel
9:25, Is this doctrine true?

Christ certainly was, and 4, a Prince.
But this does not make Him a prince
who was named “Michael.”

The angelic being who gave Danicl
the vision recorded in chaprer 10, told
Daniel, . . . the prince of the kingdom
of Persia withstood me one and twenty
days: bur, lo, Michael, oNE ©F THU
chief princes, came o help me "
{verse 13}. Notice that there was a
prince of Persza. That prince 1s another
spirit being of equal rank o Michael.

Notice, also, in this verse that Michael
is called “"ONE OF the chie] princes”
This clearly indicates that among the
spitit beings there wre more than one
“ehief prince”—more than one of first
rank! ‘The combined power of prince
Michael and the prince who delivered
the vision ro Danicl {Gabricl) was
enough rthar they were able ro subdue
the prince of Persia, an evil, rchellious
spifit prince.

Buc Christ is far superior to any of
these creared spirit pringes. There are
not many other princes of equal rank
o Christ. But there are others of
Michael’s rank! Christ is not Michael.
Michael is "your prince”—the spirit set
to serve Israel. Michacel and the other
princes over the nations are all subject
to Christ who is Supreme Raler!

The chief princes among God's cre-
ated spiric beings have grear power and
authority over the nations. Bur what
is the limir of their authority? How
far does their authority and power ex-
tend? Tn Jude 8 and 9 we read, "these

Ithy dreamers [evil men] . . . despite

dominion [authority], and speak evil of
dignities [those who are given author-
iryl. Yer Michae) the archangel {a chief
princel, when contending with the devil
he disputed about the body of Moses,
durst not bring against him a railing
accusation, but said, “l'he Lord [Christ
—who is Michael's Superior] rebuke
thee’”

Notice this scripture! Bvil men have
no respect for those in auchoriey, but
Michael. who Is an archangel, showed
respect ro the office of authority of
Satan the Devil. By this scripture we
can see very clearly that Michael does
nor bare yreater vank than Satan,

But Christ does have greater rank.
H Michael did have greater rank, he
would have given the Devil a com-
mand- -ie could have done the rebuk-
ing himsclf, instead of saying, "The
Lord rebuke thee.”

Turn to Matthew 4:10. Here we find
Christ said o Satan: “Get thee hence,
Sacan. . .7 Christ gave Satan o sharp
cowimand. Christ was of greater rank
and authority. Christ was in anthority
nver Satan because He created Satan.
He was the one through whom the
‘acher created all things (Col. 10 15-16
and John 1:3}; Satan was but a created
being (Fzck. 28: 14-157.

Christ, Satan’s Creator, has been in
authority over Satan since he was cre-
ated. Bue Michael was not in authoricy
over him and could not give him a
command: he could only pass on a re-
huke—a  command—from the Lord,
Chrisr { Jude 9.

Ir is absolutely proven thar Michael
could not have been Christ! Michael Is,
instead, an angelic being who s pur
in authoricy over other lesser angelic
bcings in God's government. He was
one of the Jeaders among God's faithful
angels. But he dared nor usurp avchos-
ity and comenand Saran, who was an
unfuithlul, [wllen cherub.

cach week is pext in importance. Un-
usual circumnstances may necessarily in-
terfere with daily Bible study ar rimes,
but you eqn arrange ro study che Bible
for at least four or five hours each week,
And this means the Bible irse/lf—nor
literature about the Bible. Diligently
and prayerfully stadying God's word 1s
a4 habit that will give you the fartd and
wuderstanding you long for. Make ir
romr habit!

An imporwnt habic which most of

you bave not reatized is that of fasting,
When you are faced with a special
problem. swhen you are in a temptation
or if you feel you are growing luke-
warm, one of the surest remedies is to
Fart and pray. This subject will be dis-
cussed at length in furare ardcles. Bur
cealons Christians vbosdd fart at leass
uae or two days during each month.
This Aabir 1s vial!

Many bretheen know it s God's

{ Please continme on page 4)



Beware ot False Brethren!

You could be deceived by false brethren. Here is how you can

HERE @5 an amazing  prophecy
l concerntng  our  Church  which
you probably bave never under-
stood. This prophecy is little known,
yer you probably have read id
This startling prophecy concerning
Gaod's Church today was given by the
propher Daniel. Many have read this
important prophecy, bur applied it w
some ather people, or thought that it
concerned only ancient history. Bue this
prophecy is a living and dynamic warn-
ing for you and me. We need o under-
stand prophecy here and now.

A Prophecy for Today

Daniel prophesied: "The people that
do £now their God shall be strong, and
do exploits™ {Dan. 11:32). Such a
statement could refer only o God’s
peaple. Now notice what follows: “And
they that anderstand among the people
shall instruct many: yet they shall fall
by the sword, and by flame, by caprtiv-
ity, and by spoil, many days” {verse
33). Here is a very brief summary of
how God's Church has been persecuted
down through the centurics.

Some commentators has incorrectly
applicd this to the Jews. But ir could
not refer o the Jewish people of our
day! The Jews do not &new their God,
nor do they anderstand, nor do they
e many in the ways of God

This prophecy concerns God's Charch.
Continuing "Now when they [God's
people] shall fall, they shull be holpen
{heiped} with « little help: BUT MANY
SHALL CLEAVE TO THEM WITH FLAT-
TERIES” (verse 534). Here 1s the point
that most people have missed. Many
mndividuals who assemble with us on
God's Sabbath, or in Guod’'s Feasts, are
prophesied 1o cleave to us with flat-
teries!

Other anslations make this even
clearer. The Moftate Translation states:
“Many shall join them under falre pre-
tense” Yes, some do gnin themselves
o God's Church, with false pretenses,
claiming to be true brethren, claiming
to obey God, claiming to have God's
Holy Spirit, and yer they are not a
part of the body of Cheist. God has
not jofned them to His Church!

In The Complete Bible, an American
ranslation by Gordon-Goodspeed we
read: "Many shall attach themselves in
fypocrisy.”” These people who attach
themselves o God's Church assemble
under false pretense. They are inwardly

recognize them.
by L. Leroy Neff

hypocritical, and flatter or deceive
others.

If vou have the idea that all who
come to Gods Chuel are wuly con-
verted Christians, this scripture ought
to dispel this deluston! There are some
among us who are not converted. They
are not a real spiricually Living parc of
the body of Churist. They ate oot letring
Christ do His work in them, They have
ot truly and complerely surrendeted
their lives to Christ in full repentance.

Norice that this prophecy continues
right up tw the time of the end (verse
35}, w0 the return of Jesus Christ. Here
is a prophecy which concerns us today!

Ancient Israel a Type of the Church

Ancient Israel also had many people
who were not a fleshly parc of the
physical congregation {Church) in
the wilderness. This mixed maltiiwde
is mentioned in Exodus 12:38. “And
a mixed multitude went up alse with
them; and flocks, and herds, even very
el cacle” Thar is not the end of
the story. Notice Numbers 11:4: “And
the mixed multitude thar was among
them fell a lusting: and the children of
Isracl also wept again, and said, "Who
shall give us flesh to ear?”” The mixed
multitude were the frst to stare lusting.
Lusting—or coveting is sin. The
“mixed mulritude” sinned and the chil-
dren of Israel followed right afrer them.

This “mixed mulrude” was instro-
mental in causing Israel to sin. It he-
carmne so bad in the tume of Nehemiah,
that he had o completely separate the
“mixed multicude” from the children of
lsracl.

In like manner, we must also beware
of “[alse brethren” who are prophesied
o come amonyg us. In Paul's time false
brechren came into the Church un-
awates. Paul states in Galatians 2:4
that “false brethren” came tw spy ot
the spiritual liberty a true Christian
has in Christ Jesus. They subtly seck
to bring weaker brethren back into
bondage of sin. They are also among
us today, sceking 1o mislead weak
brethren,

In New Testament times just one
mar caused a whole congregation to
sin. Part of this account is recorded
in I Corinthians 5. Because of this man’s
sin, the whole Church became puffed
up (verse 2). They became guilty with
him in his evil deeds. Because of such
a serious sin, Paul rebuked chem sharply.

Because of his sin this man had o be
put out of the Church for a while. The
second letter of Corinthians from Paul
shows that he was accepted back into
the Church because he wuly repented
of his sin.

Paul instructed the Church previous-
Iy that the brethren should not com-
pany (associatc) with those in the
Church who were openly violating God's
laws (verses 9 and 113, A Christian
should not associate, or cven cat with
such a person!

Also False Teachers

Besides false brethren, false ministers
and teachers have come among God's
people on many occasions. Peter men-
tions that there were false propherts in
ancient time among the children of
Israel, just as there would be false teach-
ers who would wry to set themselves up
as teachers among God's people today
(Il Pcter 2). Such men privately, se-
cretly bring in heresies, denying Jesus
Christ by their works (Titus 1:16) as
well a3 their tongues! Norice thar these
men bring such reachings in “privately”
{verse 1) and not openly. Those who
upset some in God's Church rtoday
usually do it grrvarely, with stealth, in
private homes and secretly, lest God’s
minjsters find out and puc u sudden
stop to it. Such men want to seduce
and deceive you brethren of God's
Church! These wicked men with feigned
words, smooth speech, false pretenses,
and hypocrisy make themselves appear
as if they were very religions and boly,
They are like the Pharisees of Christ’s
time who appeared holy to some people
but were like “whitewashed graves”—
“whitened sepulchers"—full of spiritual
“"dead  men’s bones”” Some of you
brethren look ON THE QUTSIDE, and are
sometimes deceived!

If a false brother personally came to
you, agreeing in principle with whar
you say, apparently agreeing with God’s
ministers, would you then be fooled
when he graduwally begins to twist the
scriptayes, to bring private accarations
against the brethren and certain minis-
ters, of Mr. Armstrong, or to bring some
“new doctrine”?

There are some people who have
come ameng God's people teday who
are guiley of these very things! They
appear to be righteous. They have a
form of godliness, but they actually

(Please continne on page 12)
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Marvelous Change

“Dear Mr. Armstrong:

"I fecl 1 must write o you about
my husband. He had always been an
unbeliever, or at least had given every-
vne the impression that he was, includ-
tng his family. He was also very aggres-
sive and domineering. Something of a
‘bully, and used profanity constancy.
About 5 years ago he began listening
o your programs on the air and sent
for several  booklers, including The
PrLamn TrUTH, which we all read very
carefully and enjoyed very much. He
began 1o change his ways of thinking
and fnally decided he wanted ro see
you personally. Tn October he went
Gladewater, Texas, o actend the Feast
of Tabernacles. 1le was converted and
baprized while there and returned a
complerely changed person. No more
profanity and he was more gentle of
nature and mild mannered. T marveled
at how a person could change in such
a shore rime.”

Woman, Falls Ciry, Nebraska.

Obedience Pays

“Dear Mr. Armistong:

“For many years 1 have oot celebrated
Christmas, and 1 don't even send cards.
S0 rhanktul 1 understand chese things.
In March TT be 82! 1 have remark-
able health, had only one cold in seven

The GOOD NEWS

vears! I atribute my goed health to
having obeyed the health laws of he
Bible for more than fifty years and of
course the many blessings of the Lord.”
Woman, Hammond, Indiana.

Blessed by Tithing

"I just want to mention the wonder-
ful blessings God has allowed me to
enjoy since 1 starred paying His ciche.
At this very moment 1 am almost out
of debr, in fact T am ar the poine where
I could puy off all T owe anyrime 1
wish, What a wonderful feeling that is,
and I owe it all to God and His law of
tiching.”

Man from Chicago, IHinois.

Eyes Hcealed

"Dear Mr. Armstrong:

“The third day after we wrote for
a healing cloth for our lide daugh-
ter’s Cross cycs you (_ULlld. bl themn faluy
their right Jook of strength back and
afrer receiving the cloth and placing
it on her they have straighiencd up so
wonderfully we belicve rthey will be
completely straight for keeps now.”

Couple from Hermiston, Oregon,

"Congratulations™

"Dear Mr. Armstrong:

"May | offer my congrarulations on
the opening of your uifice in Ausiralia,
[ trust that your mission may have
God’s richest blessing here in Auscralia,
in fact righe chroughout the world. 1
am a gratcful recipient of 1'he PLAIN
TruTIT and your booklers.”

Man, Kalamunda, Western Australia.

Australia Again!

"Tear Mr. Armstrong:

“T thank you for your letter and am
so glad with you and your co-workers
over the much expanding work of Jesus
Christ in Australia. My last letter to
you in the USA asked for advice on the
possibility of paying my tithes here in
Australin and now everything is made
so simple. Especially am T happy that
there will be now no more long delays
in recelving answers o questions and
The PLAIN Twuri regularly. Daily 1
pray for you, your family and your co-
workers' health and strength and pm-
rection and that God may open enough
Licarts so that you may receive sufficient
funds for your work.”

Mun, Kuranda, Queensland.
Church History Surprising

"I have just finished my sccond read-
ing of 'A True History of the True
Church.” wd neediess to say how won-
derful and how much | appreciate i ..
I am studying the Bible Course. Jrois
exciting and cnlightening.”

Woman from Wheeling, W. Va

January, 1960

Your Destiny
cContiied [rom page 2)

conpnaad that we faithfully render cithes
and offerings for His work, but they
have not acquired che babiz of doing this
as they should. God loves a chaerful
giver (1T Cor, 927, If you are not in the
Gakiz, it may be hard for yon to give
cheerfally 10 the st paportant work
na eartl. Study the owelfrh cluper of
Luke. Here Christ is clearly and foree-
fully showing that your life is not made
rich by the things you pussess. Rather,
vour crue wealth s what s laid up in
heaven because your pocketbovk as well
as your hearr has been converted to
God's service.

Was Chrise mercenary? Deuz'fz’ed!j
not! But He knew chat if YOU weren't
rrying hard to put more of your -
terial wealdr into God's work, your -
terest and zeal would soon die out. "For
where your treaseere is, there will your
heart be also” (Luke 17 34). 1 stress

this point because Twell know rhat most
of you have not been trying to make
more money for the parpose of helping
Gonl’s work. Some of our older brethren
who fully understand the significance
of this work and the rimes we are in
wark extra howrs in order that they may
pive meorve toward carrying out the true
sospel.

How impormant is God's work to you?
This babir which shows God that yom
reatly mean it/

A Constant Practice

The very basis of real Christianity is
that you pattern your life after Jesus
Chrise. He is our perfect example. We
need o siudy God's word continually to
know how to follow Christ's example.

A vita] habir that can aid you marvel-
ausly in achieving this is the following:
Whenever you are abour to do any-
thing significant, stop and ask yourseif,
“How would Jesus handle chis situa-
ton?” ‘Then ask God o guide vou in
acting as Christ would. This can alrer
the course of your life!

You mreest have studied God's ward
and Jesus' example for rhis to help as
it should. B even trving this ar pom
lewrn will bring you doser to God erery
stugle day.

This habir may be exercised before
you walk in a room, before a party, be-
fore work, at the starc of each new day,
Just ask God, "How would Jesus act
row!” Then, wih God's help—AcT shat
reay!

I you sow dhis liabin, you should
retp eterad fife!

Your destiny Is In your ven laads
Remember that it is largely o matier of
buabil.



Must God’s Ministers Be Ordained
by the Hand of Man?

How can you know who are the true called ministers of God?
Does God ordain them prz'mtely and direct—is it contrary fo
God’s order to ordain by the band of man?

confers the authority of office in
His Church.

Jesus conferred upon His called min-
isters of His Church the keys of the
Kingdom of God. He vested them with
anthority to guide His Church, and
curry on His work, through the inspira-
tion of the Holy Spiric.

Bur how can you know who carries
this authority? How are rhose upon
whom it is conferred ordained tw of-
fice? HOW can you recognize the onc
and only true Church of God—the very
Church Jesus said He would build—
1115 BOLY, thru whom the Spirit of God
toduy carrics on ghe work of Gods?

Was the Apostle Paul Ordained
by Man?

How was the Apostle Paul ordained
ro his ofice of authority? Did Ged or-
dain him privatcly——secretly—without
any human witnesses to the fact, or was
he ordained by the hand of man?

Is God’s order, in His Church, ro or-
dain men independently of each other,
scoretly, direcdy? And does God catry
vn His work thtu different competing
men, independentty? Or 1s God’s Church
organized, working together in barmony
and tearmworf, with one mind, actnated
by ONT SPIRIT?

It is of vital importance that these
questions be answered—ACCORDING TO
Gop's OWN WORD!

First, then, how was the Apostle Paul
ordained?

Let's trace the case-history of chis
Apostle from his conversion to the time
he became an Apostde with full authori-
ty. You should be familiar wirh rhis
chain of expeticnces.

IT'S VITAL that you know how God

Paul’s Case History

As you know, dhis nan's nauoe was
Saul, until God changed his name tw
Paul. Saul is first mentioned in Acts
798, in connection with the mareyr-
dom of Stephen. In Acts 8:1 it is men-
tioned that Saul was approving the ston-
ing of Stephen. He was a young man at
that time { Acts 7:58).

Acty 8:3, Saul, filled with misguided
zeal, participated violently in the perse-

by Herbert W. Arms!mr;g

cutton of the Church, making havoc of
ir, literally dragging men and women
off to prison.

Acty 9:1-2, Saul, passionately breath-
ing threats of murder against disciples
of Christ, obtained credentials from the
high priest to the synagogue at Damas-
cus, authorizing him to arrest and bring
te Jerusalem any men or women disci-
ples found at Damascus. As he ap-
proached Damascus, God struck him
down blind with a blinding light, and
there Jesus spoke to Saul and revealed
himself to him, and commanded Saul to
rise and go on into the city, where he
would be told what to do {verses 3-6).
Ile was blind fom three days {(verse 9.

Now in the conversion of Saul, did
God work thru human agency, or did
He do it all secretly, privatelv? God
now used a disciple whom Saul would
have murdered, or thrown info prison—
Ananias—to whom Jesus spoke in a
vision, instrucring him to go to Saul
This Ananias was the HUMAN insttu-
ment thru whom Christ worked in con-
verting Saul.

"And Ananias went his way, and en-
tered into the house; and putting his
hands on him {Saul) said, ‘Brother
Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, that appeared
unto thee in the way a5 thou camest,
hath sent me, that thou mightest receive
thy sight, and be filled with the Holy
Spirit” (Acts 9:173. ¥ And now,” said
Ananias {Acts 22:16), “"why tarricst
thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash
away thy sins, calling on the name of
the Lord.”

Ananias [aid his hunds on Saul for the
receiving of the Holy Spirit—his acrual
conversion and begertal as a son of God
—us well as for the restoring of hissight.

Even Conversion by Man’s Hand

Thus Baul's conversion was accom-
plished BY THE HAND OF MAN, used as
God's instrumentality. This was not his
ordination as an apostle—it was his set-
ting apart as a begotten son of God. But
God works thru His c¢hosen human
hands!

For several days { Acts 9:19-207, Saul
was with the disciples at Damascus. Im-
mediately, in the synagogues, he pro-

claimed chat Jesus was the promised
Messiah—the Son of God. He did #os
at this dme proclaim the GOSPEL of the
Kingdom of God, for that had not yet
been reveajed to him, He merely knew,
at this juncture, from his heavenly visiog,
that Jesus was the Chrise,

Next, in verse 23, "after that many
days were fulfilled, . . .” The events of
this verse 23 occurred many days later.
What happened in the meantime?

Paul's account in his letter to the Ga-
larians explains ic.

"But when it pleased God, . . . to re-
veal His Son to me”"—ar the time he
was struck down blind and led to Da-
mascus—". . . immediately 1 conferred
not with flesh and blood: neither went
I up te Jerusalem to them which were
apostles before me; but [ wemt into
Arabia, and returned again unto Da-
mascus. Then after three years 1 went
up w0 Jerusalem.” (Gal. 1:15-18.)

So Saul did not go up to Jerusalem
immediately, after his coaversion. In-
stead, immediarely—after the fow days
proclaiming Christ in the synagogues in
Damascus—HE WINT INTO ARABIA!
What happened there?

Natice I Cor. 9:1 and I Cor. 15:8:
Paul had acrually seen Christ! He had
been with Chrise! He did nor receive
his knowledge of THE GOSPEL from
Peter or the apostles, or from men. He
réceived it dérect frome CHRIST! As one
begotten into the apostolic family out of
due time. When? Where? Why, during
these three years in Arabia! He was in
the Arabian desert—away from civiliza-
tion, and from men, He was there with
Christ! Then he rerurned to Damascus.
This, then, is what happened during the
"MANY DAYS" mentioned in Acts 9:23.
The “many days” were the three years
Saul was it Arabia with Chrise.

Now, Gal. 1:18, atter these three vears
in Arabia Saul returned to Damascus,
and went up to Jerusalem to see Peter
—to report to the ehief Apostle. Bur he
suw none of the apostles on chis wrip, ex-
cept Peter, and James, the Tord's brother.
This must be the trip to Jerusalem de-
seribed o Aws 9:23-27.0 After  chis
"many days,” the Jews at Damascus plot-
ted to kill Saul, but Christian disciples
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let hum down over the wall of the city
in u basket by nighe, and he escaped,
and went o Jerusalem, atcempting chere
tr Join the disciples. But they were
afraid of him. Then Barnabas took Saul
and brought him o the apostles—ijust
the two, Perer and Janes, according to
CGal. 1:18-19, to whom he teported his
heavenly  vision, Christ’s commission,
and his conversion, Thereupon Sau wene
in and oue with Perer and James at the
Temple,  preaching  boldly—but  the
Jows soon sought o kill him. Ac this
time, while Saul was in a rrance, pray-
ing: in the Temple, Christ again ap-
peared, elling Saul o leave Jerusalemn,
and that he was tw be sent to the
Gentiles {Acs 22:17-21). Then the
Christian brethren brought Saul o Cac-
sarea, and sent him off to Tarsus, his
home  <ity.

Paul Ordained by Hand of Men
in Authority

Jesus revealed 0 Saul, when he was
first struck down blind, that he was to
be sent to carey the Gospel o the Gen-
tiles. But up to this poiat in the case-
history of Paul’s call 1o this service, God
had not opened salvation to the Gentiles.
Lt was "o the Jew fiese,” and then o the
Gentiles,

Ie waus while Saul was back home in
Tarsus thar God sent PEIER o carey the
Ciospel, first By the hund of Peter, 10 the
Gentiles. The 10th and 1leh chaprers
oi Acts record the experiences of Peter
being sent to the home of the gentile
Cornelius, and the opening of the minds
of the apustles ar Jerusalem to the fact
that Gud had now granred repentance
o the Georiles.

Naow pick up the story in Acts 1119,
The disciples who were scattered as a
resule of Stephen’s martyrdom ravelled
as fur us Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Antioch,
preaching o Jews ovaly. Then some of
them at Antioch preached to the Greeks
adso, and God blessed their work, and a
great mouber torned to Christ, News of
this reached the Church ac Jerusalem,
and they sent Barnabas ro Aarioch, Un-
der the ministey of Barnabas a large
number were added w e Lord there,
Then (v. 23) Barpabas went o Tarsus
afrer Saul, and brought him w Antisch
to help tn the growing work chere. Bar-
nabas (his name now mentioned fArst )
and Saul raught in the Chuareh there for
vne year. Here the disciples for the first
time were called “Christians.”

In these duays prophets came from
Jerusalem w Anddoch. These prophets
runked sccond o the apostles in the
Framework of God's Church. (Eph. 4
It ) Their mission scems o have been
[ receive messiges of prophecies dircer
fram Gad, ind to convey these messages
from God to the apostles or evangelists
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or elders. God's Word had not yer been
completely commitred to writing. The
New Testament was soll in process of
being written. There i1s no evidence of
the existcnce of any prophets in the
Church since the New Testament was
written.

Every example in the New ‘l'esta-
menr, however, shows that Christ cat-
ried on affairs in His Church according
o His G¢OVERNMGNT, and in definite
order. ‘There 15 no doubt, therefore, that
these prophets were vemd from Jetusa-
lem BY AUTHORITY OF THE APOSTLLS,

‘Then there was a great famine, fore-
told by the propher Agabus, Barnabas
and Saul were sent with relicf provisions
to droughe-stricken Jerusalem (Acts 11:
27-30). Abour this rime Herod the
king became violene againse the Church,
He killed James (brother of Jobn}, and
put Peter in prison at Passover time.
Peter was freed from prison by an angcl
(Acts 12:6-10). Verse 25, Barnabas
{scill named first) and Saul recurned o
Auntioch with Mark, Up to this tme,
Saul had engaged only in a preparatory
minisery—had not yer encered his calied
mission to the Gentiles.

Now chaprer 13. Ar this time therc
were, at the Antioch Church, PROPHETS
and TEACHERS {no apostles). Bur God's
authority was vested in the Church at
Jerusalem, and authority there was vest
ed in the APOSTLES, who undoubtedly,
in process of (GOD'S GOVIRNMENT, bl
sent the prophets to Antioch. Barnabas
and Saul were incduded among the
TEACHERS ar Antioch.

Verse 2: While they were worship-
ping and fasring, Gob, thru the Holy
Spirit, gave order: "Set apan for me
Barnabas and Saul for the work to which
I bave called them” THAT 15, ORDAIN
THEM! Up to this time, Saul bad not en-
feved mpon the work to which Chriv
had called him. He had been merely
gaining preparatory experience.

What 1s the Bible definirion of “or-
DAIN"? From Creeden’s Concordance. it
15: “To appoint, or design o a cettain
end or use. To choose, or SET APART
for an office.”

S0 here we sce in uperation THE
GOVIRNMENT OF GO IN H1$ CHURCH,
throwgh His human oflicers chosen by
Him, headed by prophers sene by Apos-
tles! Verse 30 "And when they hal
tasted and prayed, and laid their bandy
o them, they SENT THEM away.”

THERE 1T 18! Barnabas and Saul, re-
named in verse 9 PAUL, were then and
there OFFICIALLY ORDAINED, after fase-
ing and prayer, BY THE LAYING ON OF
HANDS of those in auchority, STNU there
by the Apostles. and as IWRECIED by
the Holy Spirid! God Jdid not ordain
Paul privately, secretly or INDHPEND-
ENTLY of His CHURCH. He was OR-
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BAINED BY TILE LIAND OF MAN, agoord-
ing w GO'S ORLDLER OF GOVERNMENT,
as directed by Christ the HEAD of the
Church, buc THRU THOSE TIUMAN IN-
STRUMENTS according o God's own
ORDER.

GOD'S Grder of Government

Up unul this ordination, BY 1U1E
HAND OF MAN, the Apostle Paul never
spoke with aurhority, He spoke boidiy.
He spoke convineingly. But never with
authurity. Never did he issue orders. HE
WAS UNDER AUTIHORITY, He OBLIYED
ORDERS.

But now, after this ordination by the
laying on of hands, PAUL SPOKE WITH
AUTHORITY of his OFFICE.

You read of Paul's ordination in verse
3, of Acts 13, Nuotice, verse 0, they
tound a cerrain sorcerer, a false prophet,
who opposed Barnabas and Saul. Now
norice how Paul acted with amthority.

Verse 9 "But Saul, wheo iy also called
PAUL, filled with the Hely Spirit, Jooked
tntently at him and said, "You son of the
devil, you enemy of all nighreousness,
full of all deceir and villainy, will you
not stop making crooked the straight

aths of the Lord? And now, behold, the
hand of the Lord is upon you, und you
shall be blind and unable 10 sce the sun
for a time. Immediacely misc and dark-
ness foll upon bim” (Verse 9-110)

Never betore had Paul assumed au-
thority. Now, after being ordained by
laying on of the hands of men in proper
othce, authorized by Christ, Paul as-
sumed and wiclded the AuTHORITY of
God!

What is God's order of authority in
His Churchy?

You hnd it in Lphesians 4:11-12;
"And He (Christ, the HEAD of the
Church}  gave somc, APOSNTLES, and
some, PROPIIETS, and some, BEVANGE-
11818, and some, PASTORS {leading or
presiding elders of locul churches?, and
TEACHERS; tor the pertecting of the
satats, for 111 WORK of the ministry,
for the edifying of the body of Chrise:
g we all come o fhe muity of ibe
faith JIn other words, e prevent
separate, independent. and  compering
work which would inrroduce confuston,
and division, driving many ouc of the
Body of Christ, GOD 1148 ORGANIZED
GOVERNMENT in 11ts Church. Thar gov-
croment s the government of Gon,

Tt operates from GoD, ar che top, on
down. le Is government of and by and
from GOD the Father, thru CHRisT, thro
God-called and ordained AposT1 RS, the
EVANGELISTS,  thri PASTORS,  thru
THACHERS, % that oeder, Ihis govern.
ment means TEAMWORK. 1t works for
UNITY, ot division.

In Christ's apostolic organizacion, Jur-
ing those Arst rwo 19-year rome-cycles
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of His Church, there was  always
TEAMWORK, harimony, unity, in God's
GOVERNMENT ia 1his Church,

Teamwork Leiveen Paul and Peter

Before Saul did any more chan a it
tle prepararory preaching, assercing char
Jesus was the prophested Messiah-—even
betore his ordinucon as an apostle—he
went w Jerusalenn to see Perer—to re-
purs w Peter his vision from Chrisg,
and the commission Chrise bad given
im. fr s evident from the Scriptural
accoune i Peter accepied him, During
his 13 days with Peter in Jerusalem, he
roomed with Peter (Gall 1218,

The Prophets wich the teachers, who,
under direcr instruccion from Chrise, or-
dained Paul ac Antoch, bad come from
Jerusalem. And in the operation of the
GOVERNMENT  OF GOD  within His
Church this could not have been ex-
cept by authority trom Peter and the
Apastles. Nothing was at any time done
contraty to, or in opposition o, Peter
or the Apostles. There was always per-
fecr harmony and cooperation.

Later, 14 vears afier his conversion
{Gal. 2:17, Paul went up to Jerusalem
agmain, with Barnabas, taking Tieus also.
God had revealed o him che command
o gon e then communicaed privately
0 Peter and the Apostes the Gospel he
preached among the Genttles. This was
ihe same visic wo Jerusalem recorded in
Acts 13, Ir was o coming to the HEAD-
GUARTERS Church, where the Apostles
sat In COUNCIL, with AUTHORITY, for
decisions tnspired by the Iloly Spirir,
thru APOSTLES, God’s chief buman of-
fices under Chrisr,

Upoa sceing that the work of ihe
Cospel o the Genriles had been com-
micred BY CHRIST o Paal, as  chicf
apostafic ofie for thar work, even as
the chief apostolic otfice for the work
of the Gospel o SERAELITES had been
commirted o Perer—thar  the SAME
Hoty Seirri worked in both, but in
thelr different, non-conilicting, non-com-
peting felds—they gave w Paul and
Rarnuabus the right hand of fellowship in
this  APOSTOLIC  MINISTRY—Paul  as
Christ’s Apostle in Arse authority under
Chirist in the work ro the Gendles; Peter
as Christ's Apostle i ficse auchority un-
der Christ in the work o Israclires,

Bue suill there wus perfecr harmony.
There was no contlice. There was no
abridmuent of God's GOVERNMENT, thra
Clisist, thra Apostles—in that order!
And cven so. Paal's position and office
was recognized and accepred by Peter
ancd other Apostles,

Titles of (Mffce
Ie fiowell, here, o explain the ditles
Gion uses for those 1 oflice e His gov-
ernment. We have just considered such
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othees as those of epostle, prophes, evan-
gelist, pastor, teacher, But what about
such titles as “Elder,” "Bishop,” "Over-
seer, or “Presbyter.” All these are used
in the New Testument. Acrually, all
these larter four mean exactly the same
thing. A Bishop, or an Overseer, is an
Elder—and the Presbyters are, simply,
eldegs,

Bur some Elders hold higher office of
aetharity than others. Actually, Apostles
are also elders, and rhe assistant pastors,
of cven  non-preaching  reachers  and
leaders in local churches are elders, The
Apostle John called himself an Elder
(11 John 1, and I John 1}. The Apos-
tle Peter called himself an Elder (¥ Per.
%:13. In other words, ALL ministers of
Chrise, ne matter how high or low the
ufhee ol wuthority, are Elders. Al Apos-
des are Vlders, bee all Elders are not
Apostes!

To understand the derivation of the
termt "Elder,” let me briefly skewch for
you the history of the e

The original government of the He-
brews, from Abraham, was patriarchal.
The head of the family excreised che
stupreme rule {under God ), over all his
descendants, His married sons hore mile
vver their respective families, children
and  grandchildren, etc, bur still re-
mained subordinate to their father as
supreme head. It was government o
the TOP, dowen. At the father’s death,
his firsthorn son succeeded him in sa-
preme headship over the family. Nar-
rally, these positions, hence the designa-
tion, “Elder,” which simply meant the
oldest one. Thus Jacob (Israel} was the
supremce head over all who wenr m
Fgypt with him, altho his sons had fami-
lies of their own. Thus "Elder” became
the official tide of those in authority.

The carliese mention of “Clders” iu
government office {aside from family
tuled, is at the time of the Exodus. The
seventy elders mentioned in Exodus and
Nuwmbers were a governing body, a sort
of parliament. This was the origin of
the Sanhedrein, or Councill This carried
to the time of Chrise. Tn the New Tesra-
mene Church, the Elders, or Preshyrers.
were the same as Bishops—rthe general
title for ALL spirituad offices of authoriey
over the Church

God Works Thru Galy ONE Body

God's Churcli is CHRIST'S BODY.
When Jesus was on earth in haman
flesh, He sald thar of Himsclf He could
do nothing—the Father that dwelt i
Hiem, thru the Holy Spirir, did the
works, The Spirit, or Power, of God,
then, did the work ov Gobp for thar
time thra the one human body of Jesus!

But Jusus said to Ilis disciples thac
they should do the sume works 1le did,
becavse He would go to the Father, and
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seud  the SAME  spikIL 1o work  IN
THEM. After Jesus ascended o heaven,
the 1T of (Gob entered nto the
human bodies of those God had put inro
His CHURCH, and now worked THRU
THEM as His human insttuments. Thus
THE CHURCH 13 the oDy 0F CilRIST—
the human body { compused of ies many
buman members) by which, cmpowered
by the Holy Spirir, THE WORK OF GOD
18 carried o,

The Word of Gad cleatly teaches us
that there is but the ONE Spirit, and the
ONE Body, (1 Cor. 12:12-13, 20} God
cannot, and does nort, carty on His WORK
thru ONE BODY, with headquarters at
Pasadena, Calitfornia, and also thru some
cne man, or different Body, working in-
dependently and our of harmony with
the Pasadena Body, in Pitsburgh, and
another man puiling in 2 still different
direction of opposition, in New York.

Ged ALWAYS Ordains by
Hand of Man

Thar ONE BODY of Christ, carrying on
His WORK, must function as a UNIT.
It must work in harmony and unicy,
with reamwork, for God is not the
anthor of confusion. There muse be no
pulling off in different directions by dif-
ferene men 7z that one Body, There must
he no competition, or division. And any-
one whu knowingly promores, or en-
courages anvone in promocng, such
disharmony, competition, and division,
becomes the encemy of God, and is serv-
ing the devil and not God!

In order that this ONENESS—this UNI-
1Y of purpose and action—this HAR-
MONY and co-operative eamwork, be
mainrained and preserved in GOD'S
WORK, God has ordained GOVERNMENT
IN His CHURCH. And He¢ has em-
powered His Church with DIviNG AL-
THORITY,

Thar government in God's Chuarch is
government from God, thru Christ, thru
apostles, thru evangelists, thru pastcors,
thru other elders, i that arder!

Now suppose God did #ef have these
various officers ordained by the hand of
man, Whar would happen? One man
in New York would appoint bimself,
and come up and say, "T claim cqual
oflice and authority with those ordained
from Pasadena. | wasn't ordained by the
hand of man, bur dircer by the hand of
God.” And chen chis man carries on his
own independent work, Such o work
cannot be a PART of the work of Gou's
TRUL CHURCH, for the stmple reason
that sooner or larer tc will srace pulling
off 1n an opposite direction-—unless there
is DIRECTION froan Christ on down,
i ONL CHUGREH ORDER O GOVERN-
MENT as Gud ordained. Sooner or larer
competition, miswderstanding,  serife,
and division will eesult! CHRIST 18 NOT
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DIVIDED!

S0 you see, Brethren, wHY God always
ordains men o office THRU HIS OWN
CHURCH, THRU HIS OWN LSTABLISHED
ORDER, a5 laid down in His WORD! God
ALways ordains to otfice by the band of
men, whom HE has placed in office.
THERE 15 NOT ONE EXAMPLE IN TIIL
Niw TESTAMENT WHERE ANY MAN
WAS SELT-APPOINTED, OR ORDAINED
WITHOUT THE HAND OF MAN, STPA-
RALE FROM AND INDEPENDENT OF HIS
ORDERTD CHURCH! Any such claims w
ordination or office are WITHOUT A
SHRED OF SCRIPTURAL AUTHORITY!

Notice a few Scriptural cxamples:

Jobn 15:16: Jesus Christ Himself
ornainend His Apostles—by His Hand
in Person, direce. Also Mark 3:14.

Acts 1:22; Matthias, after God thru
the Holy Spirit directed that he be chos-
¢n, was ORDAINED thru the other cleven
as one of the 'TWELVE APOSTLES (Also
verses 23-2G}.

Aczr 14:23; Elders were chosen and
ORDAINED in every city, by the hands
£ Paul and Barnabas, with fasting and
prayer.

I Tém. 2:7: Was Paul actually OR-
DAINEDR, or just madc an Aposde by
God direct withour ordination? Paul
here says plainly, HE WAS ORDAINED!
That sertles it!

I Tine 1:6 and 401-3; limothy was
sent out by Paul as an evangelist, clothed
with AUTHORITY to appoint and ordain
clders and deacons in the local churches,
and given authority over local pastors
and churches, God did this THRU THE
HAND OF PALL, and in this Scripture,
we see Paul had Jaid hands on Timothy.
1f for recetving the Holy Spirtt, then cer-
rainly also for his ordination.

Tiens 1050 Paul gave to Titus the evan-
gelist authority to ORDAIN elders in
every city, a5 Pawl had appointed hin.
Thus Titus was ordatned to this au-
thority by the hand of Paul, and clders
in many churches were ordained by the
hand of Titus, the evangelist. Here 1s the
GUVFRNMINT OF (GOD, opcrating from
Christ, thru DPaul the apnstle, thre Titus,
the evangelist, thru local Flders, in the
order of God's authority in His Church
according to Lph. 4:11.

And so it goes. There is not one ex-
ample in the New Testament showing
that any man was ever ordained to an
office of authority WITHOLT the hand
of man! The onfy examples and instruc-
rions we have show God doing ic thra
the hand of men of His choosing!

WHICH Ts Chrisc’s ONE Body?

Either the Church of God with head-
quarters in Pasadena is the ONE AND
ONLY true Body of Christ, thru whom
Christ carries on His WoORK, or clse it
is deceived, or it 15 a fraud. There is no
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other possibility. YOU MUST FACE 1T,
and DECIDE WHICH ALTERNATIVE 15
TRUE. If it 18 the Body thru whom
Christ works in carrying on HIS WoRrK
to the world for chis cime, then it is THE
ONLY BODY that is being used of Christ.
Christ is not divided!

Now what & the true WoRK or Gon?
Jesus' first commission to His Church
was: “Go ye into all the woeld, and
preach the Gospel to every creature.”
Apostasy was prophesied. But, looking
into our present cod-time, Jesus said,
“This Gospel of the Kingdom shall be
preached (Mark 13, published) in all
the world for a witness unto all nacions:
and chen shall the end come.”

Brethren, WHO is preaching the same
Gospel Jesus taught, the Gospel ol Uie
KmnGooMm OF GOD, to the world? Do
you know any other Church tulfilling
this prophecy as to the WORK OF THE
TRUE CHURCH for this very day and
tine?

This is the time when the “Philadel-
phia” era of God's Church has heen
trcached. Somewhere in the world today
is this TRUE CHURCH of GOD, fitting the
description of the “church in Philadel-
Plia” of Rev. 3.

It follows the "Sardis” era of the
Choreh. The Sardis Church had the
NAME of being alive—the NAME,
“Church of God.” But this Sardis Church
died, spiritvally. Chrise, in His Mes-
sages to these seven Churches, or church
eras, warned rhis church rhar irs WORK
was not perfect—ic was not performing
the WORK OF GOD in power, but with
such pitiful weakness there was NO
SPIRITUAL LIFE i it. It hud many orue
docrrines, else it could not have been the
Church of God at all—bur Christ warned
it to AWAKE, and srrengthen itself, and o
REPENT. In other words, acknowledge its
errors in doctrine, and acoept the NEW
LIGHT now becoming available in these
last days, and yield o God so it could he
filled with s POWER, Otherwise,
Christ warned, He would come on the
people of this Church "like a thief,” and
they will not konow “the hour” of His
coming. This, of course (compare Mat.
24, Mark 15, Luke 21), refers to the
Second Coming of Christ. This shows
that members of this Church will still be
physically alive AT THE SECOND COMING
OF CHRIST. Yet there were a few names
in that Church who were not guiley of
refusing to repent or accept new truth,
Apparently they carey over, and form
the nucleus of the following cra—tche
Philadclphia Church.

Of the "Philadelphia” Church, Christ
says, “l koow chat yon have but hitde
power.” Tt is probably the WEAKTST in
numerical and  physical strength  and
power—the smallest in membership, of
any of the Churches from the time of the
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Apostles unril the Sceond Coming. 1t has
buc few ministers. Yet this Church has
KEPT God's Word—repented where it
was wrong—accepted the new knowl-
cdge now revesjed—Ilived by the Word
of God—and 1s also called by the
NAME, The CHURCH OF (GOD. Because
this Church, physically small and weak,
has KrprT GONs WORD with pacient en-
durance, it shall be PROTECIED and
PRESERVED from the hour of trial-—the
Great Tribulation, and Day of the Lord,
soon coming on the earth! And THIS 15
the Church Christ zses as His INSTRU-
MENT in proclaiming His (GOSPEL OF
THE KiNGDOM—the GOVERNMENT of
God—ito the world. He sers before chis
Church an "OPEN boOR,” for the pro-
deiming of this Gospel to ALL THE
WORLD. The meaning of this "DOOR” is
explained in [I Cor. 2:12-13. Paul said:
"1 came to Troas to preach Christ's
gospel, and a DOOR was opened w me
of the Lord.” This was a means to preach
the Gospel in Eurors. Uncl then, for
1S years, the Gospel had been preached
only in Asial

For one 19-year time-cycle, God caz-
ried an the Gospel thru His Church to
North America. He had opened the
DOOR of radio and che printing press.
Then, 19 years to the exact month, God
CPENED THE DOOR for the Gospel to go
10 ALT, EGROPT, and che very nextc year
to Asia, The same identical time-pattern
of 19-year time-cycles is being fulfilled
in God's work thru His Church today,
as it was thru His Church in Apostolic
days.

But SOME of those in the Church
wday will grow weary with well-doing.
They will brag about being the true
Church—chinking they are spiritually
rich, when they are, in fact, almost spirit-
ually destitute. Because they are indiffer-
ent to the real WORK oF (GOD, Jukewarm,
lacking in zeal, Christ will spew them
out of His mouth. THEY cannot be used
i His work! THEY shall Jose the very
salvation they boast of having unless
they repent! God help yox never to drift
into the LAODICEAN church!

Ordained, and Under Authority

Finally, brethren, though I have men-
tioned it in the Aurobiography, many
may nat realize the significance of the
fuct thae 1 personaily was fully ORDATNED
by the laying on of hands after fasting
and prayer of those in suthority in Gon's
CHURCH, [t was in the summer of 1931,
I had held a shorc evangelistic cam-
paign for the Oregon  Conference,
Church of God  (Stanberry, Mo}, six
monihs before, after thiree and a half
vears of recelving  instruction in the
Gospel from Christ, thru Flis wricten
Word. In the summer of 1931 those in

i Please continue on page 11)



Accidents Do Happen!

Is it a SIN to have INSURANCE? W hat does the Bible say about
insurance? Is it a lack of faith to bave insurance?

ET'S awake, brethren. Accidents do
I happen to us! Some brechren be-
come carcless or are caught off
guard and become involved in needless
accidents involving serious injuries, We
all can be canghr off guard ac the crucial
muoment. What should you personally
do aboue accident insurance?

What 55 the Church’s responsibility
when unconverred relacives die, leaving
converted widows desarute? What does
the Bible say abourt insurance—or “pro-
tection,” as it is often called—in such
instances?

What the Bible Reveals

It will come as a surprise, but the
Bible doer say something abowt inver-
aicel

The problem of owning insurance
continues to  perplex many in the
Church. Tt is often reasoned by those
who do not have insurance that it would
be showing a lack of faith w be "pro-
tecred” by insurance. Others have said
that when they had insurance they did
not feel they nceded 1o trust God as
much as before. It seemed to destroy
their faich, since they were “protected”
by men.

Is this kind of reasoning righe? Ex-
actly whar noES the Bible reveal aboul
owning insurance—about saving for the
furare?

Befote we can understand che righe
(838 \\']‘O[jg Of il'lSllfﬂl'lt'.C‘, WO must ﬁ[l‘il'
ask ourselves the question: “Is it wrong
to sare tor the futurer”

Notice what the Bible says abour
laying up for a “rainy day’!

The prophet Agur, under inspiration,
wrote: “There are four things which
are little vpon the earth"—rthey are lirtle
in size— BUT ‘THHY ARE [GXCEEDING
WISE: the gntr are a people not strong”
—in comparison  with the gigantic
welght thut mun Lile—"yer they pro-
vide their fuod in the ssmmer” (Prov-
crbs 30:1, 24-235),

The ant SAVES. The anc gathers in
summer for the coming winter. The
ants are twire creatures. Lhey do noc
have t beg for food.

No wonder Solomon said: “Go to the
ant, thou sluggatd; consider her ways,
and Pe wive: which baving no chicf,
overseer, or fuler o ell the ant what
1y do—she “providerh her bread in the
summer, and gathereth her food in the
harvest” (Prov. 6167,

by Herman L. Hoeh

The anc does not wair till the winter
comes to gather food. It is o late by
that time. The wise thing to do is pre-
pare for hard cimes.

So the Bible counsels laying up for
a rainy day.

God also saves for us—He saves up
the wealth of the sinner for the right-
eous!

Then what did Jesus mean by saying:
“lreasure nor up for yowurielves treas-
ures upon easrth, where moth and ruse
consume, and where thieves steal. Bur
rreasure up for yonrselves treasuses in
heaven . . . for where thy treasure Is
there will thy heart be also”™ (Mat. 6:
19-21).

Does this weun thae Jesus frowned
upon saving for the future? Not at all!
Jesus sanctioned saving for all eternity
—"treasure up for yourselves treasure in
heaven.” Thar saving Jesus will give us
as a1 reward when He returns, But Jesus
watned not 1o treasure up “for your-
selves” earthly savings. Don't save for
yourselves—save for ocherst A good
man does not lay up for bimself. He
saves for his grandchildren! A wisc man
does not build up a bank account only
for himself, but for bis family.

What Is Insurance?

Now we are ready to understand
what Insurance really is.

Insurance  involves a  progrem by
which many individuals pay small pre-
minms inte a company, so that in case of
accident, fire or death, the parry suffer-
ing the loss receives sufficient money as
compensation for the loss. It is a kind
of pool in which people save and share
the burdens of one another.

Insurance, of course, does not pre-
vent accident, fire or death; it merely
compensates you if you suffer such a
loss so that you can regain vour cco-
nomic feer In case of death, insurance
provides sccurity for widowes and chil-
dremn.

Does the Bible have anything ro say
about this kind of insurance?

Turn with me wr Denteronomy 14:
28-29. "Ar the end of three vyears,
thou shalr bring forth all the tithe of
thine increase the same year, and shalt
lay it up within thy gates.” For whom
is this laid up? For yourselfz

Nao!

For "the scrangers, and the furherless,
and the widow, that are wirthin thy

gates lor cities].” Why? So that they
may “come and eat and be sartisfied;
that the Lord thy God may bless thee in
all the work of thy hand which thou
doest.”

Lhis is INSURANCE! Here is God's
insurance program w0 take care of wid-
ows and orphans i case of death of
the husband and father. Tt ofren happens
that people will not have sufficient laid
up tor emergencies undil later life. God
knew this might happen. To provide for
this He ordered the people to save 109
of their income once in three years—that
ts, the third and sixth year out of every
seven years. We commonly call this the
THIRD tITHE. The sume command is
repeated in Dent. 26:12.

Such problems as this have already
faced God's Church, Sometimes women
who have young children are converted.
Either the hushands have died or have
left them without means of support.
What shall the Church do? It is the re-
sponsibility of its members o save (e
THIRD TITHE to take cate of jusc such
emergencies. Such young women should
not be out working, but ought to be at
home taking care of their children, wnid
they bhecome old enonugh to support
themselves.

In another insrance a few years ago
a fire gutted the home of an elderly
widow who had recently been baptized.
She had littde savings, Whar should we,
as Guod's people, have done? She re-
ceived help from the TIIRD TITHE.

This is the wwselfish thing to do. In-
surance 1is the principle of saving to
help others. God wants us 1o save the
thivd tfithe once in three years as an in-
surance program for the Church, jusc
as He wants us to save the FIRST TITHE
for the spread of the gospel. It is a lack
of faith not w save the third tithe for
the fatherless and widows, Saving the
chird tithe is a test of your faith)

The third tithe ir 4 bind of food and
drought insurance, tno. It is also a type
of "life insurance,” aiding the widows
and the young children it the head of
the house dics unexpectedly. This can
and does happen! “Time wund chance
bLappen to oll (Ecclesiastes 9:11).

Bat the third tithe does not mention
rhe perperually poor or the lazy.

Notice Beuteronomy 15:7-11: “If
there be among you a meedy man, one
of thy brethren, within any of thy
gates thou shalt not harden chy
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heatr, not shut thy hand from thy needy
brother; BUT THOU SHALT SURELY
OPEN THY HAND UNTO HIM, AND
SHALT SURELY LEND HIM SUFFICIENT
FOR HIS NEERD IN THAT WHICH HE
WANTETH,”

When to GIVE to the Poor

If uny poor man be called a brother,
we are to LEND to him. [t does »ot say
“give” Too often the perpetually lazy
and poor are permicted to receive when
they are not willing to waork. Paul com-
mands, “1f any will not work, let him
not eat!” (Il Thes. 3:10). We are to
foun to the deserving necdy brother,
But we are not to charge him interest.
We are not to be usurers, seeking a
profit from a loan,

If, after seven years have passed, and
the poor or needy have not been able w
repay the loan, then you are to release
the brother from that obligation. You
are ro count the loan as a gift. “At the
end of every seven years thou shale make
« release. And chis is the manner of the
release: every crreditor shall release that
which he hath lent unto his neighbor; he
shall not exact it of his neighbor and
his brother . . . Of a foreigner”—one
who is not converted—"rhon  mayest
exact ¢, bur whatsoever of thine is with
thy brother thy hand shall release. How-
beir there shall be no needy among you
—if only thon diligently hearken anto
the woice of the Lord thy God, to ob-
serve to do ALL this commandment”
fNeue. 15:1-53.

The only reason many of us arc poor
and needy is that we have not observed
all God's commandmenis 7 the past.
We reap whar we sow!

If we are needy, God expects us to
borrow and alto to pay back David
said: "I have been young, and now am
old; yer have I not scen the righteous
torsaken, nor his sced begging bread.
All the day long he dealeth graciously,
and LENDFTH: and his seed is hlessed”
{Psalm 37:25-20).

The righteous do not beg. The right-
eous lend. Of course, God does expect
us to give to habirual beggars and the
tazy of this world if they ask us and we
have the means. Afms are for the blind
and maimed and crippled of this world.
Jesus said: "Give alms.”

This aid for the poor is different from
the third tithe which is God’s insurance
program for His people administered
by the Church.

Example from History

We have given you previously the
illustration from Jewish history which
shows how the Jews understond the use
of the rithes. Let us reconsider this ex-
araple—from Tobit, chapter 1. (This is
i historie, though uninspired record):

The GOOD NEWS

A teith part {the first tithel of all
my produce I would give to the sons of
Levi, who officiated at Jerusalem, and
another tenth [the second rithel I would
sell {because Tobir lived woo far from
Jerusalem to bring it there} and go and
spend the proceeds in Jerusalem each
year {at the annual feasts}, AND A THIRD
TENTH 1 WOULD GIVE TQ IHOSE 10
WHOM Il WAS FITTING TO GIVE IV, as
Pcborah my grandmother had instructed
me~—FOR T WAS LEFT AN QRPHAN
BY MY FATHER”

For whom was it fiting 10 give the
third rithe/—widows and orphans.

Now that we Lave wome o recognize
the full impore of this command, we
must recognize that it is God's injunc-
tion that all of His people who have
an earned income #wst save the third
tithe. Why should some of His people
expect to reap the bencfits of others,
and do nothing themselves?

It is our duty as a body to take care
of one another in case of accident or
death, of catastrophics from flood or
other natural causcs.

That s the kind of insurance which
the third rithe provides. This tithe may
be handled locally, wherever there is a
congregation; or at the headquarters in
Pasadena to which the scatrered mem-
bers may send their third tithe.

Bur this does not free each man who
is the head of a family for the divinely
appointed responsibility of providing
savings for his children. Without such
savings, many people would not have
been able in the past to help God's
work as they did. They voluncarily gave
tw the work in a special crisis.

When the Church is NOT Responsible

Now let us consider a personal re-
sponsibility of each member in God's
Church. Turn to [ Timothy 5:3-4, 8, 16:
“Honor widows that are widows indeed.
But if any widow hath children or
grandchildren, let them learn first to
show picty towards their own house,
and to requite their parenes: for chis is
acceptable before God . . . Buc if any
provideth not for his own, and especial-
Iy his household, he bhath denicd the
faith, and 15 worse than an unbeliever!
... If any believer hath widows, let
that believer relicve them, and LTT NOT
VHE CHURCH BT BURDENTD; that it may
relieve the real widows”™—those who are
absolutely alone in the world,

Paul wrote this o Timothy. Tt was
Timothy's duty to sce that no one wok
advantage of the financial sacrifice of
God's people. i you are able—uud some
think they are not able when they are
able~~to support widows and orphans
in your household, you are wo du so. That
is acceptable before God, Paul said.

IT 13 NOT THE CHURCH'S DUTY IN
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SUCH CASES tw use the cthird riche. Gad
does not want spongers in His Kingdom!

Other Personal Insurance

Lt is, of course, up o cach individual
to provide for his own home. Seme may
have cnough saved or invested and feel
no need for special insurance.

Consider, however, personal accident
and liability insurance. Since most in-
dividuals cannot save money on their
own in anccipation of cmergencies,
they need to obtain auto insurance (and
whatever else may be necessary). We
all become CARTFLESS or take unneces-
sary chances at times.

Accidents can bappen to YOU! The
experience of our own Church members
proves it! God is not going o prevent
you from teaping the consequences of
carelessness. But He will deliver you.
Thanks o God we can always pray o
be healed or to be protected from in-
fection in case of injury.

Many people cannot save unless they
uwe Some Insurance Company a pre-
miwn obligation. Whar a shame! But
be careful. Do not accepr just any in-
surance  company agent that  comes
along. Some companies are not sound,
Remember, too, that accident, fire and
educational insurance which provide
benefits in the next few years, are far
mare benefteial rhan life insurance—
which will probably be of linde valuc
12 years hence anyway!

No insurance can replace faith. Other-
wise God would not have provided life
and disaster insurance for His people in
His own law in the Jorm of the third
Lithe,

If you are one who believes that in-
surance treplaces faith, that is merely
proof thar you probably DID NOT ITAVE
ANY  ABIDING TAITH 1IN THE FIRST
PLACE.

Insurance is uever a substitute for
faith, Fairh is that assurance that (God
will deliver you ext of every difficuley
you may become involved in. Paul was
in several shipwrecks. God delivered
him out of each of them afrer they
happencd. Paul often lost his property.
Time and circumstance happen to as
all. God alone could deliver Paul from
death in such accidents. No insurance
could have! Bur savings in the form
of msurance would compensace Paul for
his Joss.

That is how God wants us ro view
the guestion of insurance and the third
rithe.

It is rime we open our minds to re-
ceive God's understanding and believe
and act on this command of God's law
10 save the THIRD TITHE. “If you know
these chings, happy are you if you do
them,” said  Jesus.

Are you doing them?
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How Ordained?

tContinued frone page 8)

suthority in this Church of God asked
we to enter the full dme minisuey, stare-
ing with a tent campaign in Lugene,
Oregon. And for this minisery 1 was
ORDAINED, by fasting and prayer and
luying on of hands ot the preshyrery—
those 1n authority iIn Goed's Church.
This Church is now clearly idenrified,
in the light of carcfully documented his-
torical research, as the “Sardis” ¢ra of the
Church described prophetically by Jesus
in Revelarion 3:1-6.

An  abbreviated account of  those
carly years in the winiscry—of being
UNDER authority—of preaching where
and when I was sens by those over me in
authority—of being ses/ by them to the
country school house west of Bugene,
Cregon, in 1933, from where the pres-
et work and the "Philadelphia” era of
the Church blossomed forth—was pub-
lished in the December GOOD NEWS, in
Herman L. Hoeh's article “God De
mands eqiork.”

There is not space in the present
article to repeat this histoty of early
experience—of  being considered, and
accepring the status, of the feass of the
ministers in the Church. But o con-
rinuc!

God  works thru HUMAN INSTRU-
MIENTS! Of course God corld carry on
His work otherwise. God could carry
on His work without relying on the
tithes and offerings of His children in
His Church. He cosdd supply all the
money by dircer miracle. Bug it is for
OUR good that He gives cvery begotren
child of His a déirect parz in His great
work.

God eoudd ordain those He has called
to oflice and authority in His work se-
cretly and direct, withour the band of
man, Bue there is niy instance in the his-
tory of His Church where He ever did!
God cowld do all His work HIMSELF,
direct, without using any ministers or
human agencies ac alll BuUT THAT 18
NOT GoDb's way! God did His work on
carth thru the human body of Jesus
Christ while Jesus was on carth. Now,
according o God's own Word, Hig
CHURCH, with its many human mem-
hers, 15 CHRIST'S BODY thru whom God
carries on His work. There is no example
in the Bible where God carried on His
wORK under the New Covenant by any
single individual OUTSIDE oOF, émde-
pendent of, HIS ORGANIZED CHURCH
AND HIS ORDER OF GOVERNMENT IN
THE CHURCH. Anyone outside of God's
Church is AGAINST God’s Church!

Jesus said: “He rhar is nor with me is
dgainst me; and he that gathereth not
with me scatiereth abroad?”

The GOOD NEWS
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HERE'S GOOD NEWS!

As you read these lines, our publisher is making press runs oa sections

of the largest, most colorful, and all-inclusive ENVOY ¢ver produced.

From cover to caver—a completely new and different book is now in

production, Read of this }Jhenomenal growth and progress—indica-
Ambassador College.

tive o

HE WONDERFUL news of the tremen-

dous success of the Feast of Tab-
ernactes was recounted for you in the
November issue. You read of the great
ewthusiain: and joy—the feeling of fuwe
and  xrity that permearced the huge
i-'““r""d uf 3,500, God's Church is grow-
ing!

Along with the Church, Ambassador
College continuously adds new proper-
tics to its ever expanding Campus. In
addition, the enlarged student body
has created the need for larger cJass-
room and student howsing facilities,

Brethren, this smpendous growth in
both the Church and College has forced
the ENVOY Staff o think BIG—to
reach out with greater strides than ever
before! The new 1960 ENVOY will be
a book of progress.

Bond of Unity

In one sense, you might cafl the
LNVOY a bonding or unifying agent.
Here's why, We realize your situation,
in that most of you are scattered-—iso-
lated from local congregations. lor
many the Feast of Tabernacles is the
only time during the entire year when
they can have that persomal contace widh
other members and can counsel directly
with God's ministers. Those newly bap-
tized and even some of you older
brethren are not yet acquainted with the
ministers and their wives or with others
in key positions at headquarters. You
have wondered what each of the stu-
dents locks like and where they individ-
wally come from. What 1s it to be an
Ambassador student? What makes the
training different? A trip to Ambassa-
dor College would answer the bulk of
these questions, but for the majority of
you this is not possible!l On the other
hand, God does provide a solutivn to
this problem theough the ENVOY. It
15 geared to nullify the many miles that
segregate us physically and 1o provide
a comprehensive year by vear report of
Ambassador College in action.

Eutively New
When we say this vear's ENVOY is
different from coeer fo corer, we liter-
ally mean just that! A cover, muore
colorful and beauvtiful, will encase 160
pages packed full of quality pictures
and interesting write-ups, Another plus

—a new, heavier, matted-linish paper
will add a quality unobtainable in pre-
VIOUS jEsues.

In order that we could include more,
It was necessary 1o increase 32 pages
aver the size of last year's book. Our cig-
culation, too, has raken o remarkable
leap forward so that the 1960 ENVOY
will have almost 14 times the circulation
of the tirst ENVOY in 1951,

A two-page spread in living, full col-
or, many waore pictures in rich duotones,
plus brijliant spot color used through-
out the book to add life and warmth.
With more artists on this year's staff we
will have many full spreads of quality
detailed art work, brought to life with
vivid applied colur.

Sections to include our brethren in
Britain and the new Ambassador Col-
lege U. K. are being prepared. The now-
comipleted stream on our campus will
be included, along with a graphic pic-
ture story of its construction. More
pages have been devoted to the TFesti-
vals—many of you will recognize your-
selves in some of the candid pictures.
The additivnal features section will in-
clude furure plans of the Work and the
Campus, now in tho planning stapes.
And still, added to all this, because you
want it, we will include pictures of the
ministers and their wives.

S0 here Is your opportunicy!

What To Do

We are printing this year 800 more
books than last year, but there is NO
promisc of your getting a copy IF YOU
W' AIT! Last year many had o be wroed
down—THEY WAITHED TOO LONG!
You know you'll want this year's EN-
VOY—it won't be wo late to insure
your tecelving one if you ace NOWS

We are putting as much quality and
quaneity into the hook as is {inancially
possible, By enlarging our circulation
each vyear, these tremendous new in-
creases are made possible and at a price
you can afford. Postal rates and labor
costs have pone up, but we are happy to
announce the price of the 1960 EN.
VOY is snll only 3§35 00.

Fill in the coupon below ar print the
required information in a letter and
send it IMMEDIATELY w “The
ENVOY," at Post Ofice Box 111, Pasa-
dena, Caldoinia, Please use the enclosed
envelope.

The ENVOY Staff:

YES!D 1 wanr to reserve a copy of the 1900 ENVOY for delivety next June!
I enclose che sum of FIVE DOLLARS ($3.00) which pays the subscription price

in full.

(Prirt namel

. (Rrirt stroet and.number) )
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False Brethren

{ Continned from page 3

deny the power of God working i the
Church of God today. These peaple
despise the government that (God bas
vet in His Church. They are self-willed.
They privarely find fault and speak evil
of those whom God has set in His
Church. They will seck 0 go o your
homes in order 1o bring accusations
against the brethren, and against God's
ministers, They do this privately, They
may not at first put big stress on deceir-
ful ideas as they do not want to be
derected. Buc they will sneak around
1 others and privately oy to lure others
to their idcus of destruction. You may
cven know such people, and yet are
not aware of their deceitful rricks.
These false brethren, instead of building
up, speak cvil, or tear down, They dis-
courage weaker brethren, plant doubts in
their minds, cry to stir up birterness
between brethren,

“Blemishes on Our Feast Days”

Jude also mentions wicked men who
ate blemishes on our Jove feasts and
Holy Days. "For there are certain men
creptl in unawares, who were before of
old ordained to this condemnation, un-
sodly men, turning the grace of our God
uaro lasciviousness, and denying the
only lord God, and our Lord Jesus
Christ” (Jude 4). Here is a message
and a warning for all the Church
through history. This message did not
concern the time of Jude only. Such
conditions will exist until the second
coming of Jesus Christ! jude mentions
in verse 12: "These [people] are spors
in your feasts of c¢harity {Feast Days],
when rhey feast with you”

John calls these men who set them-
selves up i the place of Christ “anti-
christs.” An “ancichrist” is one who
sits in judgment of Geod's ministers
and His Church. They are not subject
to the governmene of Christ. Notice the
history of the Church chrough the cen-
turies in I John 2:19: “Lirtle children,
it is the last time: and as ye¢ have heard
that [rhe] ancichrist shall come, even
now are there many antichrists; where-
by we know that it 1s che lase time. They
went out from us, but they were nor
ot us; for if they hud been of ns, they
world no doubt bave comtinued with
a5; but they went out, that they mighe
be made manifest that they were nof
Al af

This warning especially vecurred in
cpostolic days, Bur Daniel shows it s
a warning for all ages. There ate such
people among those of God's Church

The GOOD NEWS

tday! Sorne of you mmy be deccived
by them! You need to deware. Do not
be deceived any longer. Christ warns us
that the love of many will turn cold.
Some of you, because of the iniquity
or sin of others, and becawse of your
vwen private sin, will follow such peo-
ple righr nur of Gaod's Church. The
aposile Paul prophesied that in the
last days some would deparr from the
faith (I Tim, 4:17. It behooves us to
beware lest we [ollow others right out
of God's Church, instead of followwmyg
Chyise!

Muark Those ‘That Cause Division

God instructs us through the Apostle
Paul: "Now I beseech you, brethren,
mark them which cayse divivions and
offenses contrary to the doctrine which
ve have learned; and avoid them” (Rom.
16:17). If you know of somcone who
is causing divison in the Church, who
is accusing the brethren, and who is
committing offense contrary to what
we have been taughe, come tw God's
ministers who will sark him. Then you
should avoid any such person! You
should not “company,” or associatc
wirh rhar person Paul even makes this
instruction stronger: "Now WE COM-
MAND you, brethren, in the name of
our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye WITH-
DRAW YOURSELVES {rum every brother
thar walketh disorderly, and not after
the tradirion which he received of us”
{II Thess. 3:6).

Here is a dérect command from one
of God's apostles conceraing such peo-
ple. Paul taught certain practices in the
Church, just as God's minjsters roday
teach certain praceices, which the
Church is to follow. If somcone con-
tinually refuses to accept the teachings
of Christ through His Church, a true
Christian should withdraw from him!

Continuing in |l Thessalonians 3:7,
we read: “For yoursclves know how ye
ought to follow #r {the apostles, God's
ministers}: for we behaved not our-
selves disorderly among you” We are
to follow Christ and the example of
God's ministers as they follow Christ,
and as Christ lives within them. But
some of you brethren. follow those
who appear spiritual, who use spirit-
ual phraseology, but who set themselves
up in the place of Christ to judge God's
ministers and His Church,

Paul also states: “Be ye followers of
me, even av 1 am of Christ” (1 Cor.
10:1).

Since we have been instructed
mark those who cause divisions, we also
should follow those who are good ex-
amples in the Church. Notice them, and
see their good works. “Brethren, be
followers together of me, and mark
them which walk so as ye have us for
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an cxample” (Phil. 3:17;. DBrechren,
we ate to follow those who walk as
Paul walked. We arc to follow rthose
who walk as Jesus Christ walked. But
Paul gocs on to wain, in verse 18, that
there are others who are cnemies of
Jesus Christ, who are concerned about
earthly things, even though they may
profess themselves to be religious. We
need o discetn through whom God s
working.

In Philippians 4:9 Paul brings out
the point that those whom he had
raught, who had received and heard
from him, should do the things that
he had done. Are we today following
those whom God is now using in His
Mnstry?

“Remember thom which have the
rirle over yom, who have spoken uato
you the word of God whose faith fol-
low, considering the end of their con-
versation [conducel” (Heb. 13:/). 1cs
time you recognized through whom
God rules the Church—through His
ministers or those who secredy sow dis-
cord and Jead to division and doubts,

Follow Jesus Christ

God has given leaders in His Church
for the perfecting of the saints and to
build up the body of Jesus Chrise. God
set them in office so that we all might
come o a unity of the faith, might be-
come petfect individuals, measuring up
w the starure of Jesus Christ! Jesus
Christ is our aim—our “vardstick.” We
are to measure up to Him, ro follow
His “steps” {1 Pcter 2:21),

If we use Christ as our example and
His servants, we will never fall away
through the clever deception of false
bretheen, Nor will we fall away with
those whose love grows cold.

By recognizing that there are such
pecple among us, we can beware and
avoid those who sec up themselves o
reach rhe brethren,

Yes, many have joined themselves
w God’'s Church, may even have been
baptized; but they have not yiclded
themselves to God. They ate yet carnall
There have always been those who
have come among God's people—who
have influenced weak brethren by their
smooth and deceitfu} speech, their flat-
reries and their hypocrisy. You have
been warned. You need not be deceived.
Now is the time w be on your guard—
to beware, lest you follow false brethren
into the lake of fire.

If you should fall you will have one
persur tu bloane—yoursclf—because
you bave been forewarned! You will be
the only person to blame! Will you heed
the warning and keep close o God
through prayer, Bible study, fasting—
and be submissive 1o God's governmeru
in His Church?



